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their contempt and cruelty, their robberies and oppres-
sions ; they prescribed laws to our navigation, and laid
claim to our colonies.

To these ravages and injuries what did we oppose?
What but humble intreaties, pacifick negotiations, and idle
remonstrances? Instead of asserting our just claims, and
incontestable possessions, instead of preventing war by
threatening it, and securing ourselves from a second in-
jury by punishing the first, we amused ourselves with in^
quiries, demands, representations, and disputes, till we
became the jest of that nation which it was in our power
to distress, by intercepting their treasure, and to reduce
to terms almost without bloodshed.

Thus, my lords, did we proceed, new questions ever
arose, and the controversy became more intricate; com-
missaries were despatched to Spain, who returned without
obtaining either restitution or security, and in the mean
time no opportunity was neglected of plundering our mer-
chants, and insulting our flag: accounts of new confisca-
tions and of new cruelties daily arrived, the nation was
enraged, and the senate itself alarmed, and our ministers,
at length awakened from their tranquillity, sent orders to
the envoy at the Spanish court to expedite an accommo-
dation ; these directions were immediately obeyed, and
produced the celebrated convention.

What was given up, or what was endangered by this
detestable treaty, your lordships have often had occasion
to observe, and the consequences of it were so obvious,
that the nation was astonished. Every man saw that we
were either treacherously betrayed by our own ministry, or
that the ministers were almost the only men in the king-
dom utterly unacquainted with our claims, our injuries,
and our danger.

A war could now no longer be avoided, it was not .in the
power of the ministry any longer to refuse to send out our
fleets, and make an appearance of hostile measures; but
they had still some expedients remaining to shelter the
Spaniards from our resentment, and to make their country
yet more contemptible; they could contrive such orders